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Father Safe, Son Lost in Sea Tragedy

Sinking of Destroyer Evans Hits Mesa Family

By ARTHUR R. VINSEL
Of the Daily Pilot Staff
Three Navy wives are waiting today,
waiting for one sailor due home tonight,
drawing strength from another who just
arrived and mourning a third, dead
with: 72 shipmates under the South

China Sea.
it _the home of Senior Chief
Mate Lawrence J. Reilly, at
linuteman Way, Costa Mesa, is #
.car with a window decal saying:
“Are a Navy Family.

1

Not accurate;
clarify with Dad.

Costa Mesa
Daily Pilot
June 4, 1969

Chief Reilly was asleep at 4:12 am.
Tuesday when the 22,500-fon Australian
aircraft carrier Melbourne cut through
the destroyer USS Evans like a meat
cleaver through a plastic toy.

Somehow, the career seaman escaped
rom his forward section quarters as the

sank, but his son—the boy he
the Navy o look after—went
~ post in the boiler room
below. g
Chief Reilly joined the Navy in 1942

CONSOL
Lt. James Reilly

o

and loved it. ;
; Boiler Tender 3/C Larry J. Reilly Jr.,
21, joined in 1965 and conld)n‘t wait to
get out in, September, and go back to
school, R

+ A woman' who lostca son,!a younger
widow he married just after high, school
and a Navy lieutenant who was among
the first to know of the tragedy. talked
about it today. R

All they know can be said in a min-
ute or twi

5 A Mcm'p"

“My hushand is due in at Travis AFB
about midnight,” said the elder "Mrs.
Reilly, “I don't know how he’ll get
home, all his gear went down with the
ship and he has na money or clothes.”

““I was the first to find out . . . I can't
say just how. It was a rather funny
thing all the way,” said Navy Lt (jg)
James Reilly, 23, a public information
officer.

“What will I ever:tell the baby?” said

(See NAVY FAMILY, Page 2)
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| can explain it now,
could not then because
| learned from an
unauthorized source.

" From Page 1 ;

NAVYFAMILY..

Mrs. Jmﬁ Reilly, 19, as Lawrence J. |
Rellly ‘TiI slept wﬂ:n. one year old |
and unaware of |

The bome was darkened
quiet and smelled of coffee, ike
n{ is "TIAQ Navy-style and full of a sense
ol 3

Chief Re‘lll‘{hullcd from Manila Tues- |
day night an order,

sald don't hold

said Mrs. Rellly,

verybody brings doughnuts and
nobody eats them,” she said with a sigh,
pouring that black coffee, “It's funny how
50 many people you haven't thought of |
for a long time call you."”

It Jim Reilly read a newspaper ac-
g i ater d younger broler
e a Y
then and muttered,

His {ather who has spent 19 years fn |
the Navy, broke duty, then ré-enlisted,

t any hope at

o

FATHER SURVIVES
Lawrence Reilly Sr.

usband re-enlisted because of

197 |
(']

‘graduate the
Navy made phone calls.
14 Reilly’s wife Bonnle prepared o |
awaken the young widow upstairs so she

was about to retire, but signed up again
10.go on sea duty aboard the Evans with
his younger son

“He always wanted 1o go Navy, just
like his dad," said a and
mother,

Could not have
1 e wanted




Newspaper district
manager & zone
supervisor; also

carpenter & roofer.

Reserves (year?),
then called to active
duty during Cuban
missile crisis.

Not so; Mom &
Jerry called me
about 9:00 Eastern
time, which would
have been about 10
hours after the
collision. By then it
was already on the
news (Joe Douglas
had called me just a
few minutes before
Mom did).

Orange County
Register
June 4, 1969

Los Angeles Times
June 4, 1969




